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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

9600
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT T2NR8WSBM
California State Office (CA-942.15)

2800 Cottage Way, Room E-2845
Sacramento, California 95825-1889

Jub 19 1%
Memorandum
To: Chief, Title and Records Section (CA-943.5)
From: Chief, Branch of Cadastral Survey

Subject: Suspension of Survey Plat, Township 2 North, Range 8 West,
San Bernardino Meridian, California

The purpose of this memorandum is to reemphasize the suspension of the township
plat of T. 2 N., R. 8 W., S.B.M., approved January 6th, 1883. This plat was
suspended on June 14, 1921, by Letter "E" of the same date. The suspension is
noted on the Land Office (or triplicate) copy of the plat.

This office has found no evidence to indicate that this suspension was ever
lifted. Furthermore, we have identified valid reasons for the plat suspension
to continue.

It appears probable that the survey by G.W. Pearson of T. 2 N., R. 8 W., was
fraudulently made. In support of this statement, we offer the following:

Percy L. Day, in 1914-15, executed Homestead Entry Survey No. 183 in
T. 1 N., R. 8 W. In the field notes for this survey, on page 3, the
following statement appears:

The time intervening between April 28 and May 2, 1914, was spent in
search of a public land corner in the vicinity of this entry survey,
based upon the topographic calls of the original field notes and by
the use of the U.S.G.S. Quadrangle, covering this area. No corners
were found during this search and from statements made by local
residents, prospectors, Surveyors and Forest Rangers, it is believed
that no corners have been or will be found in this township. The
nearest known original corner being six miles west and two miles south
of this claim .......

G.W. Pearson surveyed the north halves of Townships 1 North, Ranges 8 and 9
West, under the same contract as the subject township. A 1938 resurvey
searched for approximately 100 of G.W. Pearson's corners therein. No
positively identifiable Pearson cormners were recovered.

A report dated February 1, 1937, written by A.C. Horton Jr., District
Cadastral Engineer, provides an educated opinion of the surveying work by
G.W. Pearson, as follows:

it
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During the past twenty years this service has examined in the field
the survey of many townships purported to have been executed by Deputy
Pearson during the period of fraudulent surveys from September 1873 to
May 1885. We have found these surveys to be fraudulent, almost
without exception. Rarely did he establish a corner, and the
topography shown on his plats has been found to be at such variance
with the actual conditions as to justify the belief that the surveys
of Deputy Pearson during that period were fictitious and entirely a
figment of his imagination. It is my conviction that the survey of

T. 11 S., R. 30E., and T. 14 S., R. 32 E., returned as surveyed in
1884 by Deputy Pearson are fraudulent, although in later years under
later contracts Deputy Pearson actually made surveys on the ground.

Pearson was reported to be an associate or employee of John A. Benson,
during the period of the Benson Syndicate fraudulent survey activities
(page 251 of the Report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office for

the year 1887).

The primary purpose of this plat suspension is to protect the public from the
boundary uncertainties of a fraudulent survey, by prohibiting title transfers
from the federal government based on the 1884 plat.

Please note your records of this suspension.
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